
This is “Healthy Forest” logging?

In September 2007, the WildWest Institute
took some reporters up the East Fork of the
Bitterroot River to visit logging units from
the  Middle East Fork logging project, the
first Healthy Forests Restoration Act logging
project in Montana.

As you may recall, this has been a pretty
controversial project since it was proposed
in 2005 because the Forest Service and the
logging industry wanted to cut down nearly
2,500 acres of previously unlogged forests
far from homes under the guise of "restora-
tion" and "fuel reduction."

WildWest supported nearly 2,000 acres of
careful and strategic fuel reduction immedi-
ately adjacent to homes as part of this
project, but we filed a lawsuit to stop the
most egregious logging. Unfortunately, our
lawsuit is still pending in the federal court of
appeals and while the wheels of justice
move slowly the logging continues.

The photos here are from our mid-Sep-
tember tour and the area sits four miles
from the nearest home. This logging was
done under the guise of "community fire
protection" and "restoring fire adapted
ecosystems." Also, please keep in mind
that the areas pictured were never logged
before and were previously considered
old-growth habitat by the Forest Service
until 2005 – when they resurveyed it and
determined it wasn't old-growth habitat
after all so they could log it. Look at the
area now!



This is a good example of how "restoration" and "fuel
reduction" are buzz-words, but mean very different things
to people depending on their perspective and forest
values. However, it would certainly be a challenge for
anyone to go out to the logging unit pictured here and
convince the general public that doing this type of
heavy, industrial logging in previously unlogged, old-
growth forests four miles from the nearest home is in
any way "restoration" or "fuel reduction."

Unfortunately, this is an all to common practice with the
Forest Service and one of the reasons why projects like
the Middle East Fork logging project are contentious and
end up in court. This was also the reason that a number of
Ph.D. faculty from the University of Montana's School of
Forestry and Conservation and Dept. of Biology ex-
pressed their concerns or spoke out in opposition to the
project, as well as a number of people who live up the
East Fork.

While WildWest remains committed to moving bona-
fide, ecologically-based forest restoration work forward –
as well as moving careful and strategic fuel reduction
work near communities forward – you can bet we remain
just as committed to preventing the Forest Service and
logging industry from doing the type of logging you see
pictured here, especially when they tell us it's needed to
make the forest healthy.


